ADEQY  NEWS RELEASE

of Environmental Quality

Arizona’s Certified Green Lodging Program is
Protecting the Environment and Increasing Eco-
Friendly Tourism Opportunities

Comprehensive Update Launches During Pollution Prevention Week, Sept. 17 - 21, 2018

PHOENIX (September 12, 2018) — The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and the Arizona
Lodging and Tourism Association (AzLTA) are launching a comprehensive update to the Certified Green Lodging
program during Pollution Prevention (P2) Week, Sept. 17 — 21, 2018. Through the program, hotels, resorts, bed &
breakfasts and more can reduce their impact on the environment, while also increasing their ability to attract the
growing number of environmentally-friendly travelers.

The Certified Green Lodging program raises awareness and provides a process to develop strategies and ideas
for AzZLTA members to reduce waste and conserve water and energy. Starting with a new checklist approved by
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), they can implement conservation and sustainability techniques to
reach various levels of certification. By accessing an online database, members can chart their progress, get
valuable feedback and explore budget-friendly environmental solutions.

AzLTA Certified Green Lodging Program | View >

Hotel Congress in downtown Tucson has been practicing sustainability and conservation for well over a decade
and will kick off the updated Certified Green Lodging program on Wednesday, September 19 in a webinar hosted
by ADEQ and AzLTA. By installing eco-friendly technology, the hotel has saved over $1.5 million gallons of water
since 2007. Plus, they were the first member in Tucson to join One Less Straw, a non-profit dedicated to
reducing the use of plastic straws worldwide, eliminating about 7000 straws per week from going to the landfill.

“As a locally-owned hotel with owners and employees active in the community, it’s important to us that we do
our part to protect the natural environment. Plus, we want to show other hotels how these efforts can benefit
their business,” said Rita Dorsey Boutwell, Director of Training & Development at Hotel Congress. “By first
reducing usage in some areas and creating a sustainability spending account with the savings, we can apply the
funds to larger capital projects, which will save even more money over time and continue to reduce our impact
on the environment.”

The webinar will take place Wednesday, September 19 from 11 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. Additional speakers include
representatives from AzLTA and ADEQ.
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The Students for Sustainable Lodging Project is coordinated within the guidelines of the ADEQ Pollution
Prevention Program funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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About ADEQ

Under the Environmental Quality Act of 1986, the Arizona State Legislature established the Arizona Department
of Environmental Quality in 1987 as the state agency for protecting and enhancing public health and the
environment of Arizona. For more information, visit azdeq.gov.

ADEQ will take reasonable measures to provide access to department services to individuals with limited ability
to speak, write or understand English and/or to those with disabilities. Requests for language interpretation, ASL
interpretation, CART captioning services or disability accommodations must be made at least 48 hours in
advance by contacting lan Bingham, Title VI Nondiscrimination Coordinator at 602-771-4322

or Bingham.lan@azdeq.gov. Teleprinter services are available by calling 7-1-1 at least 48 hours in advance to
make necessary arrangements.

ADEQ tomara las medidas razonables para proveer acceso a los servicios del departamento a personas con
capacidad limitada para hablar, escribir o entender inglés y / o para personas con discapacidades. Las
solicitudes de servicios de interpretacion de idiomas, interpretacién ASL, subtitulados de CART, o adaptaciones
por discapacidad deben realizarse con al menos 48 horas de anticipacion contactando a lan Bingham,
Coordinador de Anti-Discriminacién del Titulo VI al

602-771-4322 o Bingham.lan@azdeq.gov. Los servicios de teleimpresores estan disponibles llamando al 7-1-1
con al menos 48 horas de anticipacién para hacer los arreglos necesarios.



