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Dear Members,


For the past few weeks, the AzLTA team has been working tirelessly to wrap up year-end
projects and prepare for the upcoming year. Although 2020 was not the year we all envisioned,
there is much to be thankful for and proud of as we bring the year to a close.

Hardships often present an opportunity to learn, grow, and deepen one’s appreciation for the
many things we take for granted each day. Our industry, state, and the entire world have faced
incredible challenges and it is because of the leadership and strength of our Board of Directors
and community partners that we have been able to endure this difficult season.

Even though we faced numerous curveballs, there is much to celebrate this year. Our small but
mighty team at AzLTA worked tirelessly to communicate to our members the latest state and
federal news, industry updates and resources available as we manage the impacts of the
pandemic. We have also built stronger relationships with key elected officials and the media to
advocate for much-needed relief for our industry. Through webinars, town halls, letters, Op-eds
and weekly updates we have increased awareness of the impact the lodging, travel & tourism
industry has on Arizona jobs, tax revenues & economic growth. These accomplishments leave
us well-positioned for 2021.

As we look to next year, we are excited about the merger of AzLTA and VHRA to strengthen the
impact and statewide presence of Arizona’s lodging and tourism industry. We need this unifiedSubscribe to our email list.
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voice now more than ever as we continue to advocate for a federal relief package and pursue
our legislative priorities at the state legislature. 

With COVID-19 vaccine distribution beginning in Arizona this week, we see a light at the end of
the tunnel and hope for the New Year. 

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to all. 

Sincerely,


Kim Grace Sabow

President & CEO


2021 AZLTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We are pleased to announce the new 2021 AzLTA Board of Directors, led by new Chairman,
Jerry Fischer of HSL Properties. This group of industry leaders is perhaps the most influential
our association has ever brought together. 
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Joining Chairman Jerry Fischer on the officer team are:

Brent DeRaad, Immediate Past Chair, Visit Tucson
Jeff Meyer, Finance Chair, Cactus League Baseball Association
Bettina Nava, Government Affairs Chair, OH Strategic Communications
Joe Iturri, Education Chair, The Saguaro
Dinesh “Dan” Rama, Membership Chair, NewGen Worldwide
Bill Nassikas, Events Chair, Westroc Hospitality

We are grateful to our Officers and Board members who volunteer their time and energy to
ensure AzLTA is successful and represents the hotel industry with one unified voice. Also a
special thank you to Brent DeRaad of Visit Tucson, our outgoing Chairman. We thank you for
your steadfast leadership, service, and commitment to AzLTA. 


SAVE THE DATE

FEDERAL UPDATE

URGE CONGRESS TO ACT NOW ON COVID RELIEF
PACKAGE

Efforts for a COVID relief package before the holidays
are edging closer. Negotiations continue as the House
and Senate leadership meet to finalize details and broker
contentious provisions. In lieu of a deal this week,
Congress is expected to pass a short-term continuing

resolution to extend the funding for the government over the weekend. The over $1 Trillion
package is expected to include several important provisions our industry has advocated for
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namely a second round of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans, which have been a lifeline
to so many small businesses.

In the meantime, this is your last chance to act to demand meaningful economic relief in 2020.
Act now before it’s too late!

TAKE ACTION NOW!

ARIZONA UPDATE

UPDATED INDUSTRY RESEARCH NOW AVAILABLE

The following report is now available on tourism.az.gov:

Gross Sales & Estimated Tourism Taxes October
2020
National Park Visitation October, November,
December 2019 Revised

For the latest and historical tourism indicator reports, please visit the Data and Trends page on
tourism.az.gov. 

SAFEST OUTSIDE: EXTENSION OF PREMISES

The State of Arizona created the Safest Outside Restaurant
Assistance Program, which is designed to assist bars and
restaurants with funding for the infrastructure needed to expand their
premises. With $1 million total in the fund, businesses may apply for
up to $10,000 to cover expenditures for items restaurants need to
extend their premises, such as outdoor furniture, barriers, patio
heaters, or parklets.


APPLY NOW!

GET AZSAFE+CLEAN CERTIFIED TODAY!

In an effort to establish a unified standard for safety and
cleanliness, AzLTA has worked with the American Hotel and
Lodging Association’s Safe Stay initiative which builds upon
various sanitation best practices and recommendations from
national hospitality and public health experts and various hotel
brands to create our AZSAFE + CLEAN Hotel guidance.

AzLTA members who can verify that they meet these
standards will be able to display a badge (window decal and
electronic image for web use) to confirm to both their teamSubscribe to our email list.

https://azlta.com/azsafe/
https://ahla.quorum.us/action_center/
http://tourism.az.gov/
https://arizonaofficeoftourism.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juhlmdl-odtdykrktt-c/
https://arizonaofficeoftourism.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juhlmdl-odtdykrktt-q/
https://arizonaofficeoftourism.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juhlmdl-odtdykrktt-a/
https://arizonaofficeoftourism.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juhlmdl-odtdykrktt-f/
https://arizonaofficeoftourism.cmail19.com/t/r-l-juhlmdl-odtdykrktt-z/
http://tourism.az.gov/
https://azrestaurant.org/outside/
https://www.ahla.com/safestay
https://azlta.com/wp-content/uploads/SafeStayReportAZ050520.pdf
https://azlta.com/wp-content/uploads/AZSAFEChecklist.pdf
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1856197/1803733/?v=a


members and guests that they are taking the necessary steps to remain safe and clean. It also
will help members continue to improve social responsibility, while at the same time ensuring a
clean and inviting environment for their guests and visitors.

If you haven’t signed up for the AZSAFE+Clean self-certification, please do so by downloading
the checklist or visiting azlta.com/azsafe. 

U.S. TRAVEL WINTER SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDE

AZLTA BOARD RECOGNITION

SCOTTSDALE AREA CHAMBER HONORS AzLTA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER RACHEL
SACCO WITH LEGACY AWARD

Congratulations to AzLTA Executive Board Member, Rachel Sacco, on receiving the Scottsdale
Area Chamber of Commerce’s 2020 Business Volunteer Legacy Award. The Chamber will
recognize Rachel and the other 2020 Business Volunteer Awards recipients during the MemberSubscribe to our email list.
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Palooza virtual celebration on Wednesday, Jan. 27. To register for the event, Scottsdale
Chamber members can click here.

ARIZONA FOOTHILLS MAGAZINE'S MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE FOR 2021
RECOGNIZES BOARD MEMBERS MARC GARCIA AND DEBBIE JOHNSON

Congratulations to AzLTA Board Members Marc Garcia and Debbie Johnson for being named in
Arizona Foothills Magazine's Most Influential People for 2021. The magazine recognized Visit
Mesa's President & CEO, Marc Garcia, along with Arizona Office of Tourism's Debbie Johnson,
for Most Influential in Valley Tourism.  Both will be featured in the April 2021 "Best of Our Valley"
issue and you can view the entire list by clicking here.

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT OWNING YOUR OWN INN?

Our friends at the California Association of Boutique
& Breakfast Inns are inviting our members to the
2021 Virtual Innkeeping Profession (IAP) workshop.
The two-day workshop will provide you a behind-the-
scenes look into the innkeeping world. Sessions
include: finding the perfect inn, financing, marketing,
operations and more. You will also have access to
veteran innkeepers and the opportunity to ask your

burning questions.

IAP workshop attendees will also receive access to the Virtual InnSpire Conference &
Marketplace on January 26-27 – double the education for no additional cost! There will be
live and on-demand sessions, along with networking opportunities and access to a virtual vendor
marketplace. Register for a weekend that could change your life.

For more information about InnSpire Conference & Marketplace, visit:
www.innspireconference.com


REGISTER NOW!

MEMBER DISCOUNTS
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Arizona Lodging & Tourism Association has
partnered with Teladoc Health to give your
employees and their families safe access to
care with unlimited virtual visits for both mental
health and medical conditions for just $7 per
month per employee- no insurance required. 

LEARN MORE 

Reopen with healthy employees and help avoid
unnecessary closures. An FDA-authorized at-
home COVID-19 test is now available. Our new
partner LetsGetChecked offers AzLTA
members a 20% discount with
code HOSPITALITY20.


LEARN MORE

AzLTA is excited to work with Source
1 to help members drastically lower
supply and F&B costs while
increasing quality and service.
Source1 Purchasing makes it simple
to collect cashback rebates on items
you buy every day, plus cashback to
hoteliers on 165,000 items from over
350 manufacturing suppliers,
including HD Supply, American Hotel
Register, Cintas, Office Depot, S&D
Coffee and more.


LEARN MORE

Are you worried that exercise could be
worsening your pain? Kaia's evidence-based
pain relief program will gently guide you through
personalized exercises designed to help build
your movement confidence. That includes
exercises for both your body and your mind.

AzLTA and Kaia Health have teamed up to offer
you access to Kaia's pain relief app-at no cost.

LEARN MORE
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IN THE NEWS

Arizona’s Travel and Tourism Industry Is Running Out of Time:
We Need Relief Today

MEMBER RESOURCES

AzLTA is committed to providing our members with up-to-date resources, webinars, information
and recommendations from our state and national partners. Daily updates will be shared on our
website so please reference it often and share it with your network.


AZ SAFE + CLEAN CERTIFICATION

REOPENING HOTEL & TRAVEL GUIDELINES

COVID-19 RESOURCES

AZ REOPENING GUIDANCE

ARIZONA MEANS BUSINESS
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Share this email:

YOUR INDUSTRY. YOUR VOICE.

JOIN TODAY!
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